Acute cardiovascular response to monoamine oxidase inhibitors: a prospective assessment.
Despite the widespread use of monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs) and the well-known adverse event of hypertensive crisis, few studies have addressed the acute cardiovascular response to an MAOI dose. We prospectively measured pulse and blood pressure changes just before and at 1, 2, 3, and 4 hours after MAOI administration in 18 patients. Significant but asymptomatic increases from baseline in mean systolic and diastolic blood pressure occurred within 2 hours after MAOI administration, with return to near baseline by 4 hours. The mechanism of this reaction is unknown.